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Public Hearings under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

· Must be provided whenever there are significant proposed revisions to policies and procedures

· A brief overview of proposed changes will be presented

· Comments are limited to 5 minutes each, and will be documented, summarized, and made public

Next Steps

· All public comment will be complied, and reasonable suggestions included in the next draft of revisions

· Final draft will be sent to the US Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on May 10, 2010

· Policies are NOT final until approved by OSEP

· Other changes may be required by revised federal regulations, Annual Performance Report findings, and/or Special Conditions attached to the federal grant awarded by OSEP

Child Find

· BabyNet receives 9,500-10,000 referrals a year

· Only 3,000-3,500 referred children are found eligible

· South Carolina is below the national average for percentage of children birth to three who receive Part C services

· Screening costs less than evaluation

· Proposed Revisions

· Establishment of local child find networks with regularly scheduled screening events

· Screening of children prior to referral to BabyNet for eligibility evaluation

· No change in state eligibility criteria

Eligibility & Assessment

· South Carolina does not meet required target for development of the initial IFSP within 45 days of referral

· All children must be evaluated to determine eligibility and assessed in all areas of need before the IFSP is developed

· Proposed Revisions

· Dedicated service coordination for the 45 day process

· Establishment of independent evaluation teams

· Development of the Initial Individualized Family Service Plan by the family, intake service coordinator, and eligibility evaluation team members

Assignment of Service Coordination

· All families must be assigned a service coordinator

· Services cannot be identified prior to development of the IFSP

· Activities of service coordination are below required federal targets

· One model currently used in South Carolina that blends the roles of service coordination and with the service of special instruction has been determined to not meet the individualization requirements of IDEA

· Proposed Revisions

· Separation of service coordination from special instruction across all partnering agencies

· Identification of all services at the initial IFSP Team Meeting

· Identification of ongoing service coordinator after initial IFSP is developed

· Identification of service provider by ongoing service coordinator

Timely Receipt of Services

· Services must be provided based on scientific, peer-reviewed research and evidence-based practices, and provided in natural environments

· All service providers, regardless of discipline, must team, train, and consult with the family and other members of the IFSP Team

· BabyNet has not met federal requirements for timely service delivery

· BabyNet Service costs continue to rise, and frequencies are not individualized

· Proposed Revisions

· Transition to Primary Service Provider Model

· Screen provider applications for contracts based on where services are needed, and based on provider capacity to work in the family’s home and community routines and activities

Transition Planning

· South Carolina does not meet federal targets for this requirement

· Proposed Revisions

· Alignment of policies with revised State Department of Education requirements

