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Summer activities

It may seem like winter just began,
but believe it or not, it's already time to
get your summer plans started!
Getting summer plans set up
ahead of time is a great way to ease
stress at the end of the school year.
There are a variety of

arts and crafts. Residential camps are camps where the
child stays overnight for a period of time. While you might
be nervous about sending your child away from home, a
residential camp can increase your child’s independence.
You should also consider whether the camp is special or
non-special. Special camps are designed for children with
special needs only, and non-special camps

activities that your child can enjoy.
Some parents find that summer is the
time to enhance skills. Fora child at

an elementary school level, you could
explore a summer reading program at
your local library, improve your child’s
vocabulary by learning three new words
a week, and encourage your child to

incorporate typical children. There are pros
and cons to each, and this decision should be
made on your child’s abilities, interests and
social skills.

Once you have narrowed down your list of
summer camps, there are still questions you
might wish to ask that will help you decide
which camp is best suited for your child.

read the newspaper. For A child at a
secondary school level, you could read
about places that the child will visit on
vacation and have them write about those places. You can
also call your local recreation center, where they can give
you activities in your area.

If you would like to send your child to some type of
summer camp, there are many options. Before making a
decision, consider whether the camp is day or residential.
Day camps include activities such as music, swimming and

Summer fun in Aiken

Please visit www.aadd.org/www/html/sci.html
for an in-depth list of suggested questions to
ask.

The South Carolina Developmental Disabilities Council
has compiled a listing of camps, accessible parks and
playgrounds and other summer activities in S.C. for
children with disabilities, called the South Carolina
Recreation Guide. This guide is a valuable resource full of
information to help you plan your summer activities.
Continued on page 5

Last chance to register for the
‘Of Hopes and Dreams’ conference

Join families and professionals across the state at this year's ‘Of Hopes and Dreams’ Conference. This year’s
conference will be held February 22 and 23 at the Brookland Banquet and Conference Center in Columbia. On Friday,
you can choose one of three in-depth four hour workshops. Saturday includes a dynamic keynote address and three
different sessions that allow you to choose between nearly 20 workshops. Discover topics such as the steps in finding
daycare for children with special needs in our workshop, “Childcare for children with special needs” or learn about
estate planning, wills, trusts and guardianship in our “Financial planning” workshop. Don’t miss this opportunity to
gain valuable information, meet other parents who have children with special needs, pick up inexpensive CEU’s and
explore nearly 30 exhibits. Childcare is limited, and is only available to children with special needs. Please call to
pre-register. To sign up for the conference, please call (800) 578-8750 or (803) 252-0914. A copy of the conference
registration is also available on our website at www.familyconnectionsc.org under “News and Events.”

Artwork and jewelry
and trips

o my!

Join us for this year's‘oenefit and auction

*See details on page 4

Family Connection'’s influence on
the Spanish-speaking community
Page 3

Events around the state
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Project Breathe Easy helps children
with asthma breathe easier
Page 7



The Link

Vol. 19 No. 1

2006-2007

Board of Directors

*Dr. Laura Bird Long,
President

*Heyward Brabham,
Vice President

*Randy Liggitt, Treasurer

Louie C. Jones, Secretary

Ben Breazeale

*Sean Buckley

Dr. Warren Derrick

Lyssa Harvey

*Dr. Kyllan Hutchinson

*Angie Mealing

*Annette Patterson

Drew Royall

*Todd Wrenn

Executive Director:
Dr. Andy Pope

Edit and Design:
Lauren Huebner

Jackie Richards

*denotes parent or relative of a

child with special needs or person

with special needs

www.familyconnectionSC.org
info@familyconnectionSC.org
1-800-578-8750/statewide

Columbia

2712 Middleburg Drive
Suite 103B

Columbia, SC 29204
(803) 252-0914

(803) 799-8017/fax

Aiken

220 Richland Avenue West
Aiken, SC 29801

(803) 642-8406

(803) 642-5622/fax

Anderson

1104 Ella Street
Anderson, SC 29621
(864) 231-8100
(864) 260-0252/fax

Charleston

4 Carriage Lane
Suite 406B
Charleston, SC 29407
(843) 556-5010

(843) 556-5019/fax

Greenville

29 North Academy Street
Greenville, SC 29601
(864) 331-1340

(864) 331-1343/fax

Rock Hill

217 Orange Street
Suite 4

Rock Hill, SC 29730
(803) 366-4839
(803) 981-1906/fax

Spartanburg

11 Doctors Park Drive
Suite 200

Spartanburg, SC 29307
(864) 585-5462

(864) 596-5164/fax

2

Today | was reminded of the many
miracles of our Family Connection family.
A mother who is vital to the success
of our organization had just spent her
second full night at the side of her little
girl in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit,
who is recovering from her 34th or 35th
surgery (or as the mother says, “I never
thought my daughter would have so
many surgeries that | would lose count”).
She was calling to give us a wonderful
update on her child’s progress and to
thank her Family Connection family
for the many thoughts and prayers she
has received. As | went to hang up the
phone | heard her say, “Andy, please ask
everyone to continue their thoughts for
me, but more importantly, there are eight
babies here on ventilators and no telling
how many families around the state at
their child’s bedside who need us, please
ask everyone to pray for them as well.”

You see, at Family Connection there
are parents who know and understand
what other parents are experiencing. We
have parents who know and overcame
the emotions of a diagnosis. We have
parents who have needed to and
succeeded at navigating the difficult
world of insurance. We have parents
who are willing to spend hours chatting

Dr. Andy Pope

Executive Director

(online or by phone) to ensure that others
do not feel alone in their journey. We
have parents who, through their own
ocean of adversity, lift up the lives of
other parents to show that only together
and with each other can they even hope
to continue.

By receiving and reading this
newsletter, you are a part of an amazing
network of parents and professionals who
are committed to supporting families
who love children with disabilities and
special health care needs. Whether it be
through a financial contribution, through
providing professional guidance to
our families, through opening yourself
to other parents, or making the call to
Family Connection because you want
what is best for your child, you help
us guarantee that when parents need
support and information - we have a
parent who is here to help!

Have a beautiful day!

oy T

Andy Pope
Executive Director

Welcome new staff

Family Connection is pleased to
welcome six new additions to our staff.
Keidra Prince is a new community parent
in the Columbia office. Miriam
Ruiz-Peck is a new community parent for
the Project Breathe Easy program in the
Greenville office. Emily Green is the new

area coordinator in the Aiken office.

Mandy Willis is the new program
assistant in Spartanburg. Pam Fields
and Michelle Johnson are new program
assistants in Anderson. We welcome
these new additions to our Family
Connection family!
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Family Connection’s influence on the Spanish-speaking community

South Carolina has seen the most growth in
the nation for Hispanic/Latino families. Family
Connection is making strides in reaching Spanish-
speaking families of children with special needs.

There are

participating in Family Connection activities.
“Other parents involved with Family Connection
were always very supportive and helpful any time |
needed advice,” said Maria.
Maria, who is bilingual, later

many Spanish-
speaking parents
who understand
very little

English, further
complicating
their navigation
in the world of
disabilities. Many
have trouble
understanding
and accessing the
complex system
of care. Getting
translators,
transportation

to services and emotional support are other major
issues. Some families do not have any family

close by and have virtually no support system that
understands what they are going through.

Maria Estremera was five months pregnant when
she learned that her son, Edgar, would be born with
Down syndrome.

Maria was overwhelmed, and it took her a while to
come to terms with the diagnosis.

“When the doctor told us we were having a boy,
we were overjoyed - my husband immediately
had him drafted to a major baseball league! When
we received the news, it was devastating. We had
planned a perfect life for him and in a matter of days
that was shattered,” said Maria.

Edgar was very sick during the first few months of
his life. When he was three months old, he had heart
surgery and, after recuperating, started therapy.

“Going through this process was confusing, and
not having any family in town made it even harder,”
said Maria.

The first week she came home from the hospital,
WC Hoecke, who has a son with Down syndrome,
visited Maria. WC introduced her to Family
Connection and helped her get involved. She began

,i \._.I

Edgar with his sister eanelle
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completed support parent training.
She knew she could be an asset to
other families. She remembered
how hard it was when she first
received her diagnosis, and couldn’t
imagine a family going through
what she did along with the added
challenge of a language barrier,
or having your support system in
another country.
“|
definitely
can relate to
not having
the support
of your
immediate
family.
Now when
| provide
support, |
become their
surrogate
family to give
them the
emotional
support
they need,”
said Maria.
Throughout South Carolina, Maria connects with
nine other Spanish-speaking families. Those parents
are relieved to have someone who knows the state
resources and systems and can explain them in their
native language.

Maria is establishing a Spanish-speaking support
group in the Greenville area. Family Connection is
also working towards translating printed materials
and making our resources more accessible.

If you know of a family who can benefit from
connecting with Maria, please call (800) 578-8750.

Feliz Navidad!



Knights of Columbus provides continued support

Before the copier is shut down, the lights are
turned off, and staff leave for the holidays, Family
Connection receives some very special visitors every
Christmas. The Knights of Columbus with St. John
Neumann Catholic Church in Columbia faithfully
come with a donation. Jim Brown stated that he has
“personally been coming since 1994.”

Many years ago, the Knights of Columbus were
inspired by a young member of their congregation,
Kathleen Senneway, who was born with Down
syndrome. Her mother, Marilyn, was a founding
member of Family Connection in 1990.

“The Knights of Columbus adopted Family
Connection as one of their charities many years
ago and continue to support Family Connection
because of the kind of work you do for families and

children,” stated Brown. The Knights members

put “sweat equity” into helping organizations like
Family Connection, from work at the concession
stand at the USC football games, St. Patty’s Day in
Five Points and The Sparkleberry Fair, according

to Michael Reynolds, Grand Knight. The Knights

of Columbus are also well known for their “Tootsie
Roll Campaign” which raises money for people with
developmental delays. Their most recent project was
“Project Midlands Center” where they made a special
sensory integration garden for the residents. Family
Connection would like to give a special thanks to the
Knights of Columbus for believing in the mission of
Family Connection and for their continuing support
for people with disabilities in the community.

Sundresses, seersucker and fun at this year's benefit and auction

Every spring, Family Connection extends an invitation for friends and community members to join them
for a special evening. The Family Connection benefit is a time for friends to gather and celebrate the spring
season. This year, the benefit will be held on April 27 at 6 p.m. at The Millstone at Adam’s Pond and will have
a new and exciting look. Ladies, put on your best sundress and gentlemen, dust off that seersucker suit. We
will still have a silent auction with fabulous items to bid on, heavy hors d’oeuvres and an open bar.

Sponsorship opportunities are available, as are individual tickets. Please contact Muriel Taylor for more
information at (800) 578-8750 or (803) 252-0914. You can also purchase tickets online at
www.mycommunitytickets.com or www.familyconnectionSC.org.

Hopkins family raises over $54,000 for Down syndrome awareness

Over the course of seven years, Kim, George and their son Hunter, have single-handedly raised over $54,000
for the Buddy Walk and in celebration of Hunter. The Hopkins
focused on personal relationships, sponsorships and individual
donations in the town of Saluda and the surrounding areas.

“Through the fundraising efforts of the Hopkins family,
they have not only set the bar for Buddy Walk contributions,
but have also done a phenomenal job raising awareness of
Down syndrome and the possibilities for children like their son
Hunter,” said Debby Jernigan, Buddy Walk Coordinator.

On December 1, the Hopkins family was presented with a
very special National Down Syndrome Society gold bow pin, to
honor and reward them for their invaluable support of Family
Connection.

Anyone can make a difference just like the Hopkins did.

Join us for a 2008 Buddy Walk near you. The Columbia Buddy
Walk will be held on October 26 at Saluda Shoals Park. The

Anderson, Aiken and Spartanburg areas will also be hosting
Buddy Walks, dates to be announced. Call (800) 578-8750 for more information.

A Th, Lk FamilyConnection
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Andy Pope, the Hopkins family and Debby Jernigan at the Holiday Social
in Columbia after the Hopkins received their award.
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Wish List

If you would like to donate any of these items, please contact your local area office or call (800) 578-8750.

Aiken area office

Nice camera to capture the faces of children and
families at events across the state. LCD would
improve the quality of our presentations and will allow us to
showcase the work we do with families.

Anderson area office

au owpp&'w (markers, paper, paint, etc.) for children’s art

projects during Kid Connection and other family events. Nice
camera to capture memories and special moments.

Vacuum Cleaner to help keep our office floor clean.

Stampo for mailing fliers, newsletters and other information.

Charleston area office

(Ut supplies (markers, paper, paint, etc.) for children’s

art projects during Kid Connection, family events and other
recreational programs. Gaumes, tays, puzzles and books
(in good condition, please) for respite programs and other
recreational programs. deccex , cutdeor toys for
family events. Gi iLi to local grocery stores to
purchase food for workshops and family events.

Columbia area office

Nice digital camera to capture the faces of children and
families at events across the state. and/or baveseat
for the children’s playroom. £wptap (Windows 2000, XP
Professional or Vista Business) for training parents of children
with special needs to support others and for community
presentations.

Greenville area office
s and 2 new camputers (Windows 2000, XP
Professional or Vista Business) for staff workstations.
copy paper will enable us to send out our monthly
newsletter and flyers to parents. ({ paper
will allow us to create folded newsletters more
efficiently.

Rock Hill area office

A storage caltinet would be extremely useful in eliminat-

ing the clutter in the office. This would allow us to organize
and put away office supplies, brochures, etc. and focus on our
mission. A &u&etm would be a great way to
hang pictures of our families. When new families come into the
office, they could see the wonderful things happening at our
family events. A with our logo for our social events
and fundraisers.

S rtanburg area office
Wlndows 2000, XP Professional or Vista Business)
and Wctwt would improve the quality of our pre-

sentatlons and will allow us to showcase the work we do with
families. Riding tays f-:z
legos, crayons ﬁaﬁﬂe , ik pape*tfor
our respite co-ops. We would like to help Welcome new families
and their very special child in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
by providing baby receiving blankets, small photo albums, small
stuffed animals and disposable cameras. We could use

-Maxt gift cards to make these purchases.

Summer activities continued

The 2008 guide will be available in the spring, but the
2007 guide can be accessed by calling (803) 734-0465 or
emailing jvancleave@oepp.sc.gov.
The guide is also online at
www.scddc.state.sc.us.

One example of a summer
camp is Camp Victory Junction,
located in the Piedmont Triad in
North Carolina. The camp has an
impressive list of activities, including
44 buildings such as a race shop,
petting zoo and theater. The camp
also boasts incredible activities like
hot air balloon rides, fishing, a
lazy river, rock climbing, bowling
and miniature golf. Camp Victory
Junction offers summer camps for children with disabilities
as well as their siblings. In the fall and spring, family
camps are offered for the entire family to attend over the
weekend. Sherry Larson, whose son has attended the
sibling week and has also attended the family weekend,
found the camp to be an incredible experience for every

FamilyConnection Ty, T,.k
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Andrew, Connor and Shelby Larson pose with camp counselors on the
fishing dock at Camp Victory Junction.

child involved.

“Everything at Camp Victory Junction is over-the-top.

It truly is an incredible place to be, but
the most impressive part of the camp
was the staff and what a nurturing,
loving environment they created for us.
Everyone just wanted the kids to have
an amazing time,” said Sherry.

For more information about Camp
Victory Junction, please visit
www.victoryjunction.org.

*Reminder: Camp Burnt Gin
applications are due March 1. Call Marie
Aimone at (803) 898-0455.
For families who soak up the sun at
Myrtle Beach, did you know that beach

1
SMALL BUF / l
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buggies for children in wheelchairs are available to you?

All you have to do is ask any lifeguard and they will provide
you with one if one is available.

Be creative with your child’s summer and start making
plans now. Summer may seem miles away, but it will be
here before you know it!
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Aiken

Breakfast with the Easter
Bunny
March 22

Couples Communication Workshop
April 18-19

People First Event
date TBA

Columbia

Family Event
March 15, 10 a.m - 12 p.m.
Trenholm Park
Meet at the playground, bring picnic lunch

Family Event
April 19, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Swan Lake Iris Gardens
Meet at the playground at 10 a.m.
Bring a cooler lunch and old bread

Spring Carnival
May 24, 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Emanuel Lutheran Church

Annual Asthma Event
May 3, 10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Heathwood Park

A

Spartanburg

Kid Connection
April 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Andy’s Kids
May 16, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

For teens and tweens

Disability Awareness Fair & Walk

March 22, 7:30 -
Applebee’s Hillcrest

Fvents Around the State

Anderson

Breakfast with the Easter

Greenville Bunny
Kid Connection ‘ ‘ March 15
Jan 12, March 8, May 10. " % Applebee’s

10a.m.to 1 p.m.
Center for Developmental Services

Disabilities Awareness Walk

date TBA
Grandparent Connection
Thursday Feb. 14th, 10 am
Center for Developmental Services
Valentine Social
Feb. 10th.
Statewide Rock Hill
‘Of Hopes and Dreams’ Spring Fling
Conference date TBA
Feb.22 and 23
Brookland Banquet and Conference Center Fishing Party
date TBA

Family Connection Academy Training
Feb.22 and 23
Brookland Banquet and Conference Center

Swimming Party
date TBA

Benefit Dinner
April 27,6 p.m.
The Millstone at Adam'’s Pond

Charleston

o FC at the Children’s Museum of
. L the Lowcountry
g 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., free admission
Spring Fling Family Picnic
March 1510 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Riverfront Park

FEST
March 22, April 26, May 24, 10 a.m.
Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church

Kid Connection
April 12,1 -4 p.m.
St. Andrews Library in West Ashley

March 8 Support Parent Training
WestGate Mall April 19, 1 p.m.
St. Andrews Library in West Ashley
Easter Bunny Breakfast

The Link FamilyConnection
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Project Breathe Easy helps children with asthma breathe easier

It was February of 1995 when Pam Kruzan'’s
daughter Tiffany, who has Down syndrome, came
home from school with a flyer in her bookbag. Pam
and her family had just moved to South Carolina,
and the flyer

One hundred percent of families reported having a
medical home at the end of their enrollment. There
is an 87 percent decrease in emergency room visits in
children with asthma. Sixty-three percent of parents
reported having a written asthma

happened to

be for Family
Connection’s
Valentine Social in
Greenville. Pam
gathered up all
of her kids and
decided to go
see what Family
Connection was all about. She signed up for the
mailing list and started receiving The Link.

Over the years, Pam has stayed involved with
Family Connection, but a funny thing happened
recently. She was talking with the Greenville
office area coordinator, Ethel Renew, and learned
about a program for children with asthma,

Project Breathe Easy. She never knew that Family
Connection had a program on asthma. She only
thought that Family Connection was a great
resource for her child with Down syndrome. Her
other daughter has allergy-induced asthma and

the more Pam learned about this program, the more
she realized what a blessing it would have been
when her daughter was first diagnosed.

“My daughter is 26 years old now and it would
have been nice to be a part of a program like this
when | found out about her asthma seventeen years
ago,” said Pam. “If | had had this kind of support and
could have talked to other moms about asthma, |
would not have felt like | was alone.”

Community parents, who have a child with asthma
and who have received training, go into the home
to provide asthma education and support to help
parents successfully manage their child’s asthma.

Project Breathe Easy’s program results show
what a dramatic effect this program has on families.

* Home visit with the family

* Monthly support cards
¢ Project Breathe Easy newsletter
* Phone support

What Families Receive

* Free mattress and pillow encasement for the child
* Free comprehensive, educational asthma notebook

action plan, a plan written by a
physician that aids in the control of
asthma.

If you have a child with asthma,
you can become a part of Project
Breathe Easy. Project

Breathe Easy is hosting

an annual asthma

event in Columbia on

May 3 and in Florence
[ on April 26. The event

| will be a kid-friendly
g day of excitement, with
games, entertainment,
health education booth,
food and fun for all! For
more information about
| these events, please call
(800) 578-8750. The
Anderson, Greenville
and Charleston offices
will all be hosting Asthma Lunch-N-Learns, which
will be an educational session over lunch featuring a
speaker and an open forum for discussion. The dates
for these events are to be determined.

Project Breathe Easy is supported by the
Department of Health and Human Services and
Palmetto Health. If you provide care to children with
asthma, please refer these families to Project Breathe
Easy by calling (800) 578-8750.

“The most exciting thing about the Project
Breathe Easy program is reaching out to families in
the community and letting them know that they are
not alone, and that their child can do anything they
desire,” said Pam.

Children enjoyed games, food and a full
playground at last year's asthma event.

Project Breathe Easy is fxee and canfidential.

FamilyConnection
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A
Statewide Parent Connections

Please call the area office unless another number is listed.

Aiken
(803) 642-8406

Anderson

(864) 231-8100

Charleston
(843) 556-5010

Columbia

803) 252-0914

NEW!

Name Date Time Location Contact
Downs Connection 1st Thursday of the month 9am. Solomon’s Porch
Morning Coffee 1st Wednesday of the month | 9a.m Solomon’s Porch
Name Date Time Location Contact
: 2nd Wi f th h |2nd Wed: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. o Barbara Morgan
A Precious Few A0S Tharsany of the momp - |4ts Theszbame ™3P | McDonald'sin Seneca (B64) 6851502
Autism Connection Varies Varies Family Connection office
i i 3rd Thursday of the month Th: 10 a.m. - i
Children R Special 5% Friday of the month %?’?F: ; p(.)rr?. ms p’}%?” Anderson Mall Community Room
Mom’s Morning Out Varies Varies Varies
Name Date Time Location Contact
Pown syndrome Mt. Pleasant: 2nd Tuesda i
. : y of the month Glenda C
%S%%r}%%%d/\téé'é?ﬁt?&YV gf North Area: 3rd Tuesday of the month craeizr?claan@rc?)lgcast.net
the Lowcountry)
Down syndrome Martha Hoover
yOUth group (ages 14-21) Martha_Hoover@charleston.k12.sc.us
NICU Connection Every other Tuesday 9a.m. The NICU at MUSC
. The Church of Jesus Christ | L Rudolph
Gpgmgglnsg;}p?)rparem 2nd Thursday of the month 5:30 p.m.- 7 p.m. of Latter Day Saints (8?1;2;3‘2-21';22(543)562-2330
The P tE i ; ; Jennifer Gans
s o e e | TUCS02Y evenings varies MUSC (843 5321010
Sickle Cell Information April Rivers-Bowman
and Education Group (843) 991-3830
Name Date Time Location Contact
ADHD Connection Ist Thursday of Jan, March, | 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | FC Office Call for childcare
May, Aug., Oct.
i 1st Tuesday of Feb., June, 7 Michelle Drayton
Asthma Connection Ak e y 6 p.m.-7:30 pm. | FCOffice (803) 252-0914
Autism Connection 3rd Monday of the month 6 p.m. FC Office Call for childcare
Family Fun Event Monthly Varies Varies Call to be added to our
mailing list
Fathers Network 2nd Tuesday of Jan., April, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | FC Office Call to be added to our
Aug., Oct. mailing list
Mom'’s Night Out Monthly Varies Varies
: 1st Wed, 2nd Tues, ;
Morning Coffee 3rd Tues, 4th Wed 9am. Varies
; NICU classroom of the NICU
NICU Connection 3rd Thursday of the month | 7 p.m.- 8 p.m. at Palmetto Health Richland
i TV area of the NICU at
NICU Scrapbooking Group | 1st Wednesday of the month | 1 pm.-3 p.m. Palmetto Health Richland
Parent’s Hope Association [!\l/gy,Tl/J\%Sgd.ay of Nov, Feb,, 6 p.m.-7:30 pm. | FCOffice Call the FC office to RSVP
Special Needs 3rd Tuesday of every other _7. Call for child
Connection month (March. May. etc.) 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | FC Office all for childcare
; 4th Saturday of th th Pages from the Heart,
scrapbooking aturday ofthe mon ép.m. The Scrapbook Store on Forest Dr.
Sibling Network Meeting 2nd Thursday of the month | 6 p.m. FC Office
Single Parents Connection ituthhcl)JcrtSday of Jan., April, | 6 5 m.-7:30 pm. | FCOffice Call for childcare
Sumter Connection 2nd Monday of Nov., Jan,, 6 p.m. CiCi's Pizza, Hwy 378, Sumter Becky at (803) 499-2970
March, May, July, Sep.
Teen Connection Varies (see calendar) Varies Varies Call for information
Up on Downs ihthgfc‘SaY of Jan., April, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | FC Office Call for childcare
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< D
Statewide Parent Connections

Please call the area office unless another number is listed.

o Name Date Time Location Contact
8 E Autism Connection 4th Thursday of the month  |6:30 p.m. | Theodore Lester Elementary School |Beth Dynan at (843) 661-5360
GC) gg Down syndrome Connection | Last Thursday of the month  [6:30 p.m. | McLeod Medical Plaza 9.r:,cal?\Aitrrr?r?ta?t{s(z%%)ﬁ%fg;z%?
5 L~ |HOPE Last Thursday of the month |7 p.m. St. Bartholomew'’s Church Angela West at (843) 229-3129
0 S PD%?/vaeSeyﬁwAc?r?r’;é%g%hn(e)cut}con 2nd Wednesday of the month| 11:30 a.m. | Applebee’s on South Irby St. Sue Martin at (843) 665-1513
©
Name Date Time Location Contact
’{\ir E*dddieih N Jan. 16 6:30 p.m. Center for Developmental Services
or cnildren with astnma
o |Andy’s Kids : Vari Varies
g (5‘(; For teens and tweens Vanes anes I
‘=7 |Autism Connection 1st Monday of the month | 6:30 p.m. Center for Developmental Services
C & |[Down Syndrome Family | Varies Vari i
QL on | Alliance of Greenville I anes Varies
E $ | Father's Network Varies Varies Varies
Ve Elii‘?al'\sljgrgn 3rd Monday of the month | 6:30 p.m. Center for Developmental Services
Name Date Time Location Contact
: ; 1st Tuesday of the month | . , : Yolanda Gordon
Autism Connection (ho December) 6:30 p.m. St. John's Methodist Church (803) 412-9237
— A | Brothers and Sisters Support | Dec. 15, Jan. 26, Feb.23  |10a.m.-1p.m. | 507 E. Black Street fg’ég“g'z"zném 1
—0
< 2nd Friday of the month . Cupps Cafe (Cherry Rd. across from
ic—- 9 Coffee Break (no December) 9:30am. Winthrop)
™M | HITCHUP 1st Tuesday of the month , : Katherine O'grady
8 = Hearing impaired toddlers and children (no Decem)[/)er) 7 p-m. St. John’s Methodist Church (803) 802-2660
o S |Parent’s Night Out Varies Varies Varies
Sharing Parent’s Network 3rd Thursday of the month| ¢. , . Michelle Vanhook
(for children between birth and 6) | (no December) 6:30 p.m. St.John's Methodist Church (803) 366-4839
Name Date Time Location Contact
Andy’s Kids Varies Varies Varies
For teens and tweens
Autism Connection 2nd Monday of the month [6:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Church
?% Coffee Break Quarterly Varies Varies
—8 0 Eggr!:szﬂfltpmg Families 1st Thursday of the month | 12 p.m. Cherokee County DSN (864) 812-7515
[¥g)
o R |Father's Network Quarterly Varies Varies
S % Fun for the Family Quarterly Varies Varies
L%-&O, Mom'’s Night Out Quarterly Varies Varies
NICU Parent Break 3rd Tuesday of the month | 6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. gggﬁ;ﬁbﬂfésﬁgggnﬁ
Esggztig{pilfing Parents 2nd Monday of the month| 6:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Church
Location Date Time Contact
INEW! | Charleston Harbor Bible Church, Charleston Last Saturday of the month 5:30-9 p.m. Peggy Carr (843) 224-1817
NEW ! | Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, Charleston Last Friday of the month 6:30-9:30 p.m. | Family Connection office (843) 556-5010
$ Crowfield Baptist Church, Goose Creek 3rd Friday of the month 6-9p.m. gz%')e%%%%g%) 821-6579 or
i?) Central Baptist, Columbia 2nd Saturday of the month 2:30-5:30 p.m. Wanda Brown (803) 788-1199
W Epworth Early Intervention Center, Columbia 4th Saturday of the month 4:30-7:30 p.m. |Kay Richardson (803) 212-4757
'g_ Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church, Lexington 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month | 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Al Edens (803) 996-3716
& First Baptist, North Spartanburg 4th Saturday of the month 3:30-6:30 p.m. | (864) 585-5462
a s Pine Street YMCA, Spartanburg 2nd Saturday of the month 3:30- 6:30 p.m. | Shannon Batson (864) 414-9577

FamilyConnection

South Carolina
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antors

ctober 2007 - December 2007

The Abney Foundation

Aiken County Association
For Special Citizens, Inc.

Bi-Lo Charities, Inc.

Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services: Family
to Family

Children’s Hospital of the
Greenville Hospital System

Community Foundation of
Greenville: The Hollingsworth
Funds

Department of Disabilities
and Special Needs

Department of Education

Department of Health and
Environmental Control -
Bureau of Maternal and
Child Health

Department of Health and
Human Services - Medicaid
Managed Care

Department of Health and
Human Services - Outreach
Initiative

Nord Family Foundation

Scansource, Inc.

Sisters of Charity Foundation

The Springs Close Foundation,

Inc.
EC

Jane and Henry Adair

Adult 1l Sunday School

AFLAC, Louie Jones

Aiken Bicycle Club

Aiken County Association for
Special Citizens

Saul Alexander Fund at Coastal
Community Foundation

Alterations Unlimited

Patsy Amick

Lisa Anderson

Stephen Anderson

Terri and Ronnie Anderson

AnMed Health OB-GYN
Associates

Appalachian Council of
Governments

Phyllis Argo

Becky and Charles Armstrong

Brad Armstrong

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Armstrong

Donna and Frank Arndt

Hattie Ausburn and Kristy
Logan

Beth Austin

The Azarigian's

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Balbach

Angela and Tom Barden

Bonnie Barker

Joan and Victor Barnhart

Paul Barrett

Mr.and Mrs. Robert W. Bass, Sr.

Robyn and Stephen Bateman

Shannon and Gene Batson

BB&T

Debbie Beak

Jennifer and Timothy Beak

David Beals

Carol and Don Beck

Bellacino’s Pizza and Grinders

Teresa and William Blackmon
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nancial Donor
tober 2007 - December 2007 p,: and Bob Carroll

Linda Blake
Harry Blumenthal, Jr.
Kathy Boone
Dr. Carroll Bowie
Brabham Fence
Jackie and Johnnie Brannon
Dr. Stacey Brennan
Debbie and Allan Brett
Brian Bridgeman
Darin Bridgeman
Donna Bridgeman
Stephanie Bridgers
Ethel Brody
Dan Brooks
June Broome
Becky Brown
Bryant Pharmacy and Supply
Senator Kevin Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bueno
Carol and Phil Buffington
Cathy and Daniel Buffington
lan Buffington
Jean Buffington
Karen Burgan
Mary and Howard Burgess
Bryann, Katie and Jim Burgess
The James F. Burgess and Nelle
E. Burgess Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. George Bussey
Gloria Byrd
C&C Thunder
Dennis Cameron
Justin Campbell
Betty and Bill Cantey
Capital City Ambulance
Capital Urology, PA
Judy Carlton
Carolina Musculoskeletal
Institute, PA
Pamela and Donny Carpenter

Mrs. Marcia Cashin
Susan and Donald Caswell
Nancy R. Cater
Jane and Jim Caulder
Julia and Kenneth Cauley
Elvira and Craig Chappelear
Marsha and Douglas Cheek
Chicks with Checks
Melissa Chitwood
Mrs. Nancy Christian
Classic Cleaning
CMH Services
Lt. Colonel and Mrs. Alex
Colbert
Helen and Robert Combs
Elaine and George Crawford, Jr.
Creative Treasures-Shannon
Batson
Mary Ruth and Ashton Cribbs
Thomas Crosland, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Cross
Crystal Linen Service, Inc.
Curves of North Augusta
Gloria Davenport
Loretta and Todd Davidson
Mrs. Betty Davidson
Julian C. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Derrick
Jaquelyn Dickman and Keith
Babcock
Gail Dilleshaw
Kathy and Thomas Dobbins
Doo Dah Day Cafe and Desserts
Mr. and Mrs. Talmadge Dove
Berti L. Dover
Dr. Joseph Dromsky
Drummond Builders
John W. Drummond
Angela Duffie
Mr. and Mrs. John Dunbar, IlI
Dr. John F. Dunbar
Paula and Tim Duniho

Dutton Construction Company

Mr.and Mrs. Stuart Dyer

Priscilla and Jerry Elmore

Maria Estremera

Dr. and Mrs. Morrison Farish

Dr. Jerry Ferlauto

Patricia Fernald

Sherry Fields

First South Bank

Betty and Millage Floyd

Teresa Fowler

Miranda and Chris Frantz

Mr. Friendly’s New Southern
Café

Mr. and Mrs. George Fullbright

Nori Anne Gale

Garcia Chiropractic

Amanda and Jonathan
Garretson

Jada and Kevin Garris

Gate Way Fence

Betty Genoble

GoodSearch

Cherry and Jimmy Graham

Emily Green

Hope Greene

Lynda and Rod Greenway

Greenwood Genetic Center

Jean and Bill Gregory

Teresa and Ricky Griffin

Nicole Guerard and Jacob
Anderson

Pam and Dennis Gurley

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Haddock

Maggie and Jimmy Hanvey

Mrs. Bettsy Hardaway

Mr. and Mrs. James Harling, Ill

Peggy Harris

Hart Wall Paver Systems, Inc.

Shirley Haselwood

Hawk Construction

April Hays

Jill and Brian Hellman

Glenda Hewitt

Nancy and Norman Hightower

Gabrielle and Joseph Hilliard

Dr. Mary Bry. Hobbs

Stacey Holcombe

Peggy and Dale Holden

Shannan and John Holland

Emma Lee Holman

Bill Hood

Hood Construction

Hannah and Joseph Horne

Kathy and Ashley Houser

Jim Hudson Lexus

Billie Hughes

Independence Bank

Indigo Farms

Intramed Plus, Inc.

J M Smith Corporation

Mr.and Mrs. Jerry Jackson

Linda and Chuck Jewell

Jill Hinnant Jiunnies

JLS International, LLC

Michelle and Jeff Johnson

Laurin M. Johnson

Keith Jones

Mike Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Louie Jones

Caroline and Joe Jones

Dr. and Mrs. Ashby Jordan

Aleta and Sam Jordan

Rhonda Kaiser

Mary Kendrick

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kimble

Mr. and Mrs. Richard King

Sally King

Knights of Columbus
Council 6847

Kiwanis Club of Greenville
Eastside

Koger-Walters Oil Company

La France Elementary School

Kathi and Rice Lacy

Georgia Lamb

Lamb’s Gardens, Inc.

Lance, Inc.

Sherry Larson

Linda and Earl Lanning

Laurens Academy

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee

Sherrie and Daryl Lewis

Heather and Dusty Lollis

Nancy and Richard Long

Lott & Searcy, LLP

Ann, Ted, and AnnMarie
Luckadoo

Janet Madden

Merlee Ann Madren

Mary Manley

Paula and Jon Martin

Elizabeth Marvin

Dale and Sandra McCarley

Mr. and Mrs. Larry McClain

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
McCorquodale

Mr. Wesley McCutcheon

Pam and Richie McCutcheon

Elton E. McDonald

Louise McFarland

Josh McGill
James McGill, Sr.
Martha McGough

Deborah and Gerald McGovern

Kennerly M. McLendon

Suzanne McMahan and Gloria
Byrd

Deborah and Douglas
McPherson

Kristin McSwain

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Melton

Carole and David Menzel

Laurie Meyer

Dana and Mark Mitchell

Grace and Brian Mixson

Modern Woodmen of America

Cutter Montgomery

Jason Moss

Kathy Moss

Sharon Mosteller

NCDR, LLC

Angela and Barry New

David Nivens, Sr.

North Valley Services, Inc.

Oconee Memorial Hospital

Kay and Don Olson

Barbara and Todd Oswald

Pacolet Tire and Farm Supply

Deborah and Darryl Padgett

Alison Palmer

Palmetto Builders Concrete,
LLC

Palmetto Retina Center

The Palmetto Bank

Palmetto Smiles

Mr. and Mrs. David Pankau

Margaret and Edward Parker

Sheila and Steve Parks

John D. Parsons

Mamie S. Parsons

Mr. and Mrs. George Patterson

Sandra and Thomas Pearce

Pediatric Associates of
Anderson, P.A.

Pendleton High School

Rita and Arthur Pepin

Mr. John L. Phillips

Shelley Phillips

Mr.and Mrs. Kevin Phillips

Piedmont Medical Center

Piedmont Neurosurgery Group,
PA

Mary Pittenger

PLC Enterprises, Inc.

Polydeck Screen Corporation

Andy Pope

Kay Todd Pope

Dee Dee and Don Pope

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Posey

Norma and Kyle Pridemore

Providence Baptist Church

F. Smith Pruitt

Raceway 6750

Art Rafati

Dr. and Mrs. Vege Rao

Todd Ready

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Redfern

Hollye Reid

Beth Reinke and Glenn Fisher

Susan and Stan Rice

Don Adele Rich

Jackie Richards

Theda Sue Riddle

Frieda and Steve Ritter

Jackie and James Robey

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Robinson

Shirley and Joe Earl Robinson

Louise and Grady Rochester

Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Rubin, Jr.

Michele Ruch

Mr. and Mrs. Cy Rush

S & W Pallet Company, Inc.

Sandhills Pediatrics, P.A.

George L. Sands, Jr. Attorney at
Law, P.A.

Mr. and Mrs. George L.
Sands, Jr.

SC Embroidery

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Schraibman

Larry Sconyers

Mrs. Melva Scroggins

Mr.and Mrs. Larry Sears

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Senn

Sepracor

Marshall Sherard

Tina Shiver

Shives Funeral Home

Shoprite Food Store

Kim Shore

Erin Shoup

Kara Shoup

Keeley Shoup

Rita Shoup

Sarah and Kelly Shuptrine

Dr. and Mrs. Larry Siegel

Matthew Silberman

Mr. and Mrs. Reggie Slaton

Pam and Mike Sloan

Mr.and Mrs. Wade Small

Sylvia Smith

Jason Smith

Becky Smythe

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Snow

Dr. Jae Sohn

Southern Design Services, Inc.

Andrea Spencer

Ali and Jimmy Sprouse

Wendy and Bill Steiger

Barbara Steiner

Debra Stevens

Heather and Chris Stone

Denice and Charles Stout

Stueken, LLC

Stueken, LLC Employees

SuggsJohnson, LLC

Mrs. Aileen Sunshine

Barbara Taylor

Laurie Taylor

TCA Mauldin, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Teasley

TERMINIX

Joyce and Jeffery Thacker

Tharp Plumbing

Three Rivers OB/GYN Associates-

Chris Hutchinson, M.D.

Elizabeth Todd Heckel

Pam and Fred Toms

Tony's RV Parts and Service,

The Lk F@milyConnection

South Carolina



Inc.

Stacey and David Trent

Cecilia and John Trueblood and

Dorothy Hellman

Gail and Jerry Tucker

Upstate Mechanical

USC School of Medicine,
Center for Disability
Resources

Mary M. Varn, MD

Village Music, Inc. Roadhouse
Band

Vulcan Materials Company

Laurie Walden

Wanda and Steve Wall

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Watson

Wayside Baptist Church

Rita Webber

Dr.and Mrs. John A. Wells, Jr.

Westside High Leo Club

Westside Storage, LLC

Becky and Gregory White

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Whiten

Kathy Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Wilson

Abigail and Christian Wilson

Women Making a Difference
Fund at Coastal Community
Foundation

Sandra and Todd Young

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Zeigler

@

4 Bar CFarms

A Kerring Hand

Addam'’s Bookstore

Aircraft Management Group

Tim and Kim Anderson

Applebee’s

Area Eleven Special Olympics

Art & Frame Gallery

Atlanta Bread Company

AT&T Pioneers

Al and Beth Austin

Connie Austin

Vicki Bagwell

Bailey's Sports Grill

The Bait Shop

Barbara Barber

Cary Bartelno

Basket Blessings by Malinda

Gene, Shannon, Danielle and
Caitlin Batson

Beacon Drive-In

Bearwood Farm

Belk's Salon and Spa

-Kind Donors

tober 2007 - December 2007 < b clen Country Club

Benetz
Sue Bennett
Connie Bennett
Bi-Lo
Bliss Jewelry
Bloom
Blue Ridge Brewing Company
Boscobel Golf
Brick Street Café
Don and Martha Brock
Ray Brown
Brusters
Budweiser of Greenville
Gene Burgess
C.T. Associates, LLC
Café & Then Some
Cantinflas
Capstone Community Church
Carolina First Center
Carolina Panthers
Carolina Wings & Ribhouse
Dr. and Mrs. James Carroll
Carrabba’s
Century 21 Thomas Realty
Central Church of Christ
PF Chang’s China Bistro
Elizabeth Chapple
Chick Fil A
Melissa Chitwood
Choice Entertainment
Chris’ Camera Center

City Lights

City Range

Clemson University Athletic

Department
Clowns for Christ

Cobblestone Promotions
Coca Cola Bottling Co.

Colleen Coesens

Ann Coleman

The College Shoppe

Columbia Fire Department

Congaree Grill

Cookies by Design

Cracker Barrel

Bridget Crocker

Crowe’s Corporate Promotions

Custom Embroidery

Janie Davis, Miss Greater Irmo
Teen

Dazzles

Designs of the Interior

DHEC

Lee Dillingham

Dillard’s Sporting Goods

Dobson’s Gifts

Double “B” Graphix

Double Dutch Force

Mikey and Marsha Edens

Egger’s Funeral Home

Tim Egon

EmbroidMe

Regina and Les Ervin

Famous Crafts

Fatz Café

Figaro’s Pizza

Finial

Firestone

Furman University

Flowers Plus

Food Lion

Fort Mill Golf Club

The Frame Shop

Free Time Convenience

The Fresh Market

Dr. Ken Gaines and Peggy
Harris

The Gamecock Shop

Crystal Garrett

Gateway to Life Baptist
Tabernacle

The Golden Hedge

Grady's Great Outdoors

Greenville Country Club

h.h. gregg

Mary and Edgar Hardin

Miriam Hart

Diane Hausmann

A. Elliott Holman, lll, Holman
Insurance Agency

Hollywild Animal Park

Home Depot

Lillian Hoopaugh

Hooters

HWEC Culinary Arts Dept.

Identity on McDaniel

Identity Hair Salon

Image East Video Productions

Ingles

Jeannine Jacobs

Vickie Jernigan

Jillian’s

Jumping Jukebox

Jumping Jax

Kangaroo Kids

Kellett's Carpets

Kitchen Table Productions

Kohl's “A Team”

Kroger

Phil Kuzlik

Bruce Larson

Sherrie Lewis

Little Caesar’s

The Lollipop Lady

Lowes

Missy and Tom Lytle

Magnolia House Florist

Marble Slab Creamery

Paul Morgan

Marlow Creative Services

Marty Knight Karate

Megan McKenzie

Merle Norman

Michelin on Main
MicroHunt

Mirror Mirror
Moonlite Cycles
Morganelli's

Crystal Mullinax

Nail Palace
O'Charley’s

On The Border
Joanne Orfetel
Outback Steakhouse
Overlook Grill
Palmetto House
Paper Supply

Party Headquarters
Pepsi Bottling Group
Phil’s Jewelers
Phoenix Inn
Photography & Art
Picket Fence

Ann and Wade Pitts
Play It Again Sports
Doyle Porter

Praxair

Publix

Andrea Pulliam

Red Lobster
Reptilian Encounters
The Rivalry

Dave and Pennie Roberts
Rock Hill Candle Company

Judy and Ken Rose
Ruby Tuesday
Safran’s

Sagebrush Steak House

Salad Creations
Salon Collage

Steve & Barry Sportswear

Sticky Fingers

Stiletto’s Day Spa Salon and
Boutique

Strawberry Hill USA

Strickland Fine Art

Sub Station Il

Subway

Super Cycle

TARGET

Texas Roadhouse

Time Warner Cable

Lynda and George Tingley

Todd & Moore

Turning Stones, Bronze

Gerald and Mitzi Turner

UNC Charlotte

Uneek2u4u

USC Athletic Department

USC Wellness Center

Montie Verett

Wal-Mart

Watercolor Paintings

Waterford Golf Club

Westin Poinsett Hotel

West Marine

Westwind, Inc.

Wild Wing Café

Bunny and Doug Williams

Winget Art

Winthrop University

Woody's Music

Zaxby's

The Salon & Spa on Main

Mr. and Mrs.George Sands, Jr.
Saunders Office Supply

SC Embroidery

The Schmooney Shoppe
Settle Greenhouses
Shakespeare Fishing Tackle
Sharley’s On Main

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shirley
Beth Shropshire

Simply Stated

Sir Big Spur

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Smith
Soby's

Robert Somers

South Carolina News Network
Southern Sleds

Spartan Bakery

Spartanburg Harley Davidson
Special Olympics of South
Carolina

Sportsclub

Sports Clips

Stacy’s Garden Center
Starbucks

jn o[())uing Wemory

To the precious friends we have recently lost, we miss you deeply.

Saranne Mayers, daughter of LaShoun Mayers
Kenteres Deveaux, son of Latonya Sims
Jamal Davis, son of Tilisa Davis
Christian Millare, son of Amy Cobb
Austin Griffin, son of Teresa and Rickey Griffin

If we have missed your loved one or someone you know who has been
supported by Family Connection, please let us know of your loss.

The mission of Family

Connection of South Carolina

To strengthen families who have children
with developmental delays, disabilities or
chronic illnesses through a parent-to-parent
network of family-focused support to
provide assurance, information, community
awareness and enhanced
parent/professional relationships.

FamilyConnection

South Carolina

The Link

Family Connection is proud to be the Family-to-Family

Health Care Information and Education Center for S.C.
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FamilyConnection Non-F1oft g
South Carolina US. Postage
(‘};el'pfng children-connecting families P-A-I-D
ddleb Permit No. 485
2712 Middleburg Drive ,
Suite 103B Colurnbia, 5C
Columbia, SC 29204 Address Service Requested

www.familyconnectionSC.org
(800) 578-8750

Read The Link online

If you would like to help us reduce costs and read The Link online, please email
laurenhuebner@familyconnectionSC.org with your preferred email address and RECEIVE LINK ONLINE in the
subject line. We will use that email address to alert you when you can view the newsletter on our website.

:bonaﬁon arfL%cafe

Thanks to your generous contributions, Family Connection can continue to provide necessary support for parents of children
with special needs. Your donation brings special families together. You make a difference.

Donor Name In memory, honor, thanksgiving of (circle one)

Address Name

City State Zip Please notify:

Date Name

Amount $ Address

Payment form: cash, check, Visa/MC (circle one) City State  Zip
Card Number Phone

Send your donation to:
Expiration Family Connection of South Carolina
2712 Middleburg Drive, Suite 103B
Signature Columbia, SC 29204




