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New to SC? A Guide to Health Care Coverage 
for Children with Disabilities

Systems of support for families of children with disabilities differ from 
state to state. South Carolina offers several coverage options under 
SC Medicaid, also called Healthy Connections, managed by the SC 
Department of Health and Human Services (SC DHHS).

When Planning to Move Your Child’s Care:

Request a letter from your child’s primary provider 
with an overview of their needs and medical history.

Gather medical records – including diagnostic evaluations and 
immunization records - from your child’s current providers. Your 
child’s new SC provider(s) can also request the records on your 
behalf after you’ve begun seeing the new provider.

Your child must be a SC resident before applying for SC Medicaid. 		
Coverage and benefits cannot be switched from one state to another. 
Unless receiving SSI, you’ll need to apply for Medicaid in South 			
Carolina once you have obtained your new address.

Request a free copy of 
“Your Child’s Journey Workbook” 
to help keep track of all records! 
Order a mailed copy:

Or download 
the PDF:
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Coverage Options to Consider:

• If your child has Medicaid coverage through Supplemental Security
Income (SSI), contact the local Social Security Administration (SSA)
office after moving to SC and they will notify SC Medicaid of your
child’s eligibility. Find the local office near using your zip code, scan
the QR code.

• For children under 19 and not receiving SSI, TEFRA (or Katie Beckett)
is the SC Medicaid eligibility category for children who meet the
Social Security Administration (SSA) childhood disability criteria and
level of care who can receive health services at home up to age
19. Eligibility is based on the child’s income and resources, not the
parent’s income. To apply, scan the QR code.

• For youth over 18 who have met SSA disability criteria and income
limits, individuals have the option to apply for the Aged, Blind or
Disabled category to receive Medicaid coverage. Children younger
than 19 who live in families that meet income requirements can apply
for Medicaid under Partners for Healthy Children.
To learn more about SC Medicaid eligibility and how to apply, scan
the QR code.

• If your child was receiving waiver services in another
state, you may want to explore the current waivers
available in South Carolina to see if they qualify. For
more information, download our Parent Guide to SC
waivers by scanning the QR code.

Need assistance completing your TEFRA application or have 
questions about navigating heath care services for your child? 
Call Family Connection at: 1-800-578-8750.




